
Firmness Lying area Lunge space “Bob” space Rising area 

 
 

lbs Kgs Inches Cm's Inches Cm's Inches Cm's Inches Cm's
400 181 29 74 43 110 57 145 32 81
600 272 33 83 48 121 65 166 35 88
800 363 36 92 52 132 73 186 37 95

1000 454 40 101 57 144 82 207 40 102
1200 544 44 110 61 155 90 228 43 109
1400 635 47 120 66 167 98 248 45 115
1600 726 51 129 70 178 106 269 48 122
1800 816 54 138 75 189 114 289 51 129

Head rail heightBody weight Cubicle width Body resting length Total cubicle length

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Yes   =     
 
No    =  

Can cow 
“bob” her 

muzzle at end 
of lunge? 

Reposition 
neck rail to 

recommended 
height, and 

distance from 
kerb 

Remove 
intruding 

object (hand 
dividers form 
vertical posts, 
remove bars 

etc.) 

Can cow lunge 
under bottom 

rail? 

Can cow lunge 
over bottom 

rail 

Can the cows 
lunge   

forward? 

Is there space 
to lie down 

and borrowing 
space? 

Does the 
surface pass 
the firmness 

test 

Can cow rise 
without hitting 
the head rail? 

KEY 

Replace hard 
surface with 

mattress/ deep 
sand/ 

increased 
depth of loose 

bedding 

Open the front 
of cubicle for 
forward lunge 

or replace 
divider to 
allow side 
lunge into 
adjacent 
cubicle 

Move brisket 
board/neck rail 

or rebuild 
cubicle to 
provide 

adequate space 
e.g. change 
design of 

dividers or 
extend length 

of cubicle  

Nordlund & Cook 2001 
Source: W.D. Hoard & Sons Company, Ft Atkinson, Wisconsin 


